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ROB ROY. 


For why ? Because the good old rule 
Sufficeth them ; the simple plan, 

That they should take who have the power. 

And they should keep who can. 

J^ofs Grave — WORDSWORTH. 



KDITOE’S INTEODUCTION 


TO 

EOB EOY. 


Ik the magnum opus, the author’s final edition of the 
Waverley Kovels, “Bob Eoy” appears out of its 
chronological order, and comes next alter ** The Anti> 
quary.” In this, as in other matters, the present 
edition follows that of 1829. “The Antiquary,” as 
we said, contained in its preface the author’s farewell 
to his art. This valediction was meant as prelude to 
a fresh appemrance in a new disguise. Constable, who 
had brought out the earlier works, did not publish the 
“Tales of my Landlord” (“The Black Dwarf” and 
“Old Mortality”), which Scott had nearly fl.niBhed by 
Kovember 12, 1816. The four volumes appeared from 
the houses of Mr. Murray and Mr. Blackwood, on 
December 1, 1816. Within less than a month came 
out “Harold the Dauntless,” by the author of “The 
Bridal of Triermain.” Scott’s work on the historical 
part of the “Annual Begister ” had also been unusually 
arduous. At Abbotsford or at Ashiestiel, his mode 
of life was particularly healthy,* in Edinburgh, be< 
tween the claims of the courts, of literature and of 
society, ho was scaxody ever in the open air, Thns 
hard sedentary work caused, between ^ publimiitimi 



